Delivering health care services in the community: a multidisciplinary perspective.
The Canadian health care system has shifted away from its traditional emphasis on acute care in-patient services, to increasing dependence on community-based services. A major implication is that education for work in this new environment will need to be reconceptualized, and those already in the system will have to examine their assumptions and alter their approach to patient care. This paper reports the results of a study which examines the attitudes, educational preparation, skills sets, and perceptions of "community" among social workers, occupational therapists, nurses and physiotherapists. The results should inform social work and other health educators about relevant theoretical and practical preparation for work in an environment which increasingly emphasizes multiple skills, community partnerships and coordinated care.